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ON THE NAME ÈÅÏÖÉËÏÓ /BOGOLYUB/BOGOMIL IN CERTAIN BYZANTINE 

AND SLAVIC MEDIEVAL TEXTS 

 

(Summary) 

The article is a critical survey of the hypotheses connected with the name of the mythical 

founder of the Bogomil heresy. The analysis of certain Middle Bulgarian and Byzantine texts 

shows that Bogomil is not the translation of Gr. Èåü5éëïò, since it is rendered as Bogoljub in 

the New Testament texts. The name Bogomil, Bogumil was in use in 10th-century Bulgarian (it 

is also found in other Slavic languages, e.g. Czech Bohomil, Bohumil, Polish Bogumi³) – 

presumably a native two-word compound personal name. 

The personal name Bogomil is secondary with regard to the appellative bogomil. Originally, 

the dualist heretics in the Bulgarian lands simply referred to themselves as ‘Christians’. It is 

possible that not all of the heretics were called bogomils, but only the so-called ‘perfect’, the 

spiritual leaders who had undergone the ‘spiritual baptism’ (consolamentum, baptisma 

spirituale). Cosmas the Priest reports on heretics who called themselves ‘Christians’ and 

their leaders bogomils, i.e. ‘people dear to God’, ‘loved by God’. The Old Bulgarian author 

substantivizes the phrase, converting it into the Slavic personal name, with which he was 

well familiar. Cosmas follows the Byzantine heresiological tradition, according to which the 

name of a heresy is frequently derived from the name of its actual or mythical founder – cf. 

‘Arianism’ from Arius, ‘Manichaeism’ from Mani, ‘Paulicianism’ from Paul. 
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