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RECEPTION OF ATHANASIUS OF ALEXANDRIA’S ANTI-ARIAN MOTIFS IN THE OLD SLAVONIC MEDIEVAL 
TRADITION 
(Part 2: Orations against the Arians)

(Summary)

This article represents the second part of a study that explores the way Athanasius of Alexandria’s anti-Arian 
motifs were appropriated in the Old Slavonic tradition. While the first part focused on Athanasius’ Life of Antony, 
the present discussion considers the reception of his main anti-Arian work Orations against the Arians, and most 
of the attention is given to such issues as why it was translated and how it was used in the polemical context of 
the so-called heresy of the Judaizers in medieval Russia. For this purpose, two particular writers are considered 
(Iosif Volotskij and metropolitan Daniil), and the question of which of the existing manuscripts they used is also 
discussed. The article interacts with the views of Prof. Pirinka Penkova in her recently published critical editions of 
the second and third Orations, and also explores the reception of Athanasius’ anti-Arian motifs in the True Books 
Indices.
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